
Information Reports – Ordinary Council Meeting – 16.05.16  

 

Information Reports as part of Ordinary Council Meeting of Blayney Shire Council held on  
16 May 2016 
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MINUTES OF THE BELLS LINE EXPRESSWAY GROUP 
MEETING HELD AT BATHURST REGIONAL COUNCIL ON 

16 MARCH 2016 
 

PRESENT  The Hon. I Armstrong OBE (Chairman), 

Cr P Thompson (Mid Western Regional Council), 

R Bailey (Lithgow City Council), Cr B West (Cowra 

Shire Council), D Patterson (Bathurst Regional 

Council), R Roach (Bathurst Regional Council) 

 

1.  APOLOGIES  

 

Apologies were received from: The Hon. P Toole MP, F Simson 

(NRMA), Cr M Statham (CENTROC) and Cr G Rush (Bathurst 

Regional Council). 

 

A MOTION was MOVED R Bailey and SECONDED P Thompson. 

 

RESOLVED:  That the apologies be accepted. 

 

2. PREVIOUS REPORT 

 

A MOTION was MOVED P Thompson and SECONDED R Bailey. 

 

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting held 

24 November 2014 be accepted. 

 
3. MATTERS ARISING  
 

 
Chairperson 

Hon. Ian Armstrong OBE 
Secretary 

Bob Roach 
All correspondence to 

Bathurst Regional Council 
PMB 17 Bathurst 2795 
T 02 6333 6257 
F 02 6331 7211 
www.bleg.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 P Thompson noted work being done on Great Western Highway, particularly at 

Mount Victoria.  

 
4.  CORRESPONDENCE 

 
Correspondence In: 

 Cowra Council advising Cr Bill West is delegate to Bells Line Expressway Group. 

 Central NSW Councils (CENTROC) advising Cr Maree Statham, Cr Ron Penny, Cr Bill West 

and Cr Ken Keith are delegates to Bells Line Expressway Group.  

 NRMA advising Wendy Machin has stepped down from the role of President and is now 
Deputy President.   
Kylie Loades is new President.   
Fiona Simson replaces Graham Blight as NRMA Director.  

Correspondence out: 

 Nil 

 

RESOLVED that the correspondence was noted. 

 
5. INVOICES FOR APPROVAL   
 
Nil 
 



Page 2 

6. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
RESLOVED: that the Financial Report tabled be noted. 
 
7. NEW BUSINESS  
 
Item 1 – Discussion on Future of Bells Line Expressway Group 
 
I Armstrong opened discussions and noted the work done on the Bells Line of Road at 
Bilpin is good, but the road across Newnes Plateau is still dangerous.  Noted development 
and growth occurring at Windsor, and the potential of a Western Sydney airport. 
 
P Thompson spoke of money still being spent on Bells Line of Road.  Supports the 
retention of the group. 
 
B West noted the lack of traction of the Group recently has been disappointing.  Noted 
CENTROC is pushing in this area, lobbying etc.  
 
R Bailey noted recent difficulties, low meeting numbers, and infrequent meetings.  If BLEG 
is to continue, need to refocus.  
 
I Armstrong noted Group has been good in keeping the Government aware of issue.  Put 
forward suggestion that it is time to let CENTROC take over the lobbying.  
 
P Thompson feels the Group must continue on and keep pushing the issue.  Perhaps we 
should invite the Minister for Roads, Maritime & Freight, The Hon. Duncan Gay MLC, to 
meetings. 
 
B West agreed with P Thompson’s comments.  It is difficult to make a decision on future of 
BLEG with low attendance at this meeting.  Suggested we should send a letter to BLEG 
members to ask them what they would like to do.  Also need to get industry involved, such 
as the trucking industry and transport.  
 
R Bailey recalled the original BLEG brochure which included many industries and 
organisations support.  We need to ask if they are still interested and willing to be involved.  
 
I Armstrong advised BLEG will send a letter to industries and original members of BLEG 
asking if they will continue to support BLEG. 
 

A MOTION was MOVED R Bailey and SECONDED P Thompson 

 
RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to original committee members, tourism and transport 
industries, CENTROC and OROC seeking support on the future of BLEG.  Once a 
response has been received, call a meeting. 
 
8. NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be held after receipt of responses from committee members and 
industry (date to be advised). 
 
The meeting closed at 10.33 am. 



 

Andrew Constance 
Minister for Transport and Infrastructure 

MEDIA RELEASE 

 

Monday 9 May 2016 
 

STAFF TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE SERVICES AT 
REGIONAL STATIONS 

  
Minister for Transport and Infrastructure Andrew Constance has today announced 
that NSW TrainLink will continue to staff eight stations it had proposed to unattend.  
  
Blayney, Broken Hill, Griffith, Macksville, Nambucca Heads, Parkes, Wellington and 
Yass Junction Stations will continue to be staffed to meet the needs of local 
customers. 
  
“I want to ensure these stations remain well maintained assets for future 
generations, and as a result, we’ll be continuing to staff these locations,” Mr 
Constance said. 
 
“We also want to think outside the square as to how these stations and available 
space could be better utilised for the whole community, whether it’s for rail heritage, 
coffee shops or meeting rooms.  
 
“There are boundless opportunities to ensure these regional stations are not just 
transport hubs to get from A to B, but a hub that the whole community can enjoy. 
  
“Customers can be reassured that there will be no changes to train and coach 
timetables at these stations. We’ll be maintaining staff to cover the arrival and 
departure of major services, while on-board staff will continue to assist the elderly 
and people with disability.  
  
“Security will also be enhanced at these stations, with new CCTV cameras and/or 
Customer Help Points providing 24/7 assistance. 
   
“Each of these stations play an important part in the local community and the NSW 
Government is pleased to confirm they will continue to provide services well into the 
future.”  
  

MEDIA: Dominic Cuschieri I Minister Constance I 0467 741 503 
 
  


